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United Virtual Airlines is an online community of flight enthusiasts that follow the real world operations of United Airlines within the 
virtual airspace of VATSIM, and consists of seven (7) Flight Operations Offices: 
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reetings to all.  To all our new pilots 
with that “3000-series” number, I want 
to take this opportunity to say 
“Welcome to the best Virtual Airline 
around”.   

This publication is our own in-house magazine 
dedicated to new pilots and experienced ones. 

G 

To all our seasoned pilots (like gourmet French-Fries, you are gour-
met pilots), welcome back to “The Shield”.  You will notice some arti-
cles may start repeating, because they will always have value.  One 
example of this is that we are keeping the Pilot Phonetic Alphabet 
article in this issue, and those to follow, because we will always need 
to taxi on Whiskey (inside joke). 
 

Our Assistant Editor, The multi-talented Ryan Goff, has taken the 
lead in preparing this Edition.  This has three(3) main purposes. 

1) Employee Development.  Ryan should, as any Assistant should, 
aspire to take over the reigns some day.  Ryan has been invaluable in 
the past, and is a positive creative influence. 

2) Creative Influence.  We should try to pump some new blood into 
the magazine’s design, keep the good stuff, and publish an even bet-
ter read for all to enjoy. 

3) Backup Strategy.  If I should get hit by a meteor, eaten by a 
shrew, or kidnapped by aliens, UVA deserves to have a backup plan 
to continue production—seamlessly.  This is a part of that. 

So, enjoy this latest edition by printing it out on a color-laser printer, 
and reading it in your sun-room (any room with windows facing south 
with cedar trimmings and lush plants, will suffice) with a cup ‘O java! 
 
May your next landing be as smooth as glass! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

John E. Hall  
Editor In Chief 

Editor - John Hall 

Assistant Editor - Ryan Goff 

President & COO - Dave Klain 

Senior VP VHQCC - Jim Harnes 

Contributors In This Issue 

Dave Klain; Jim Harnes; John Hall; 

Ryan Goff; Dudley Whitney; 

Jason Archambeault; Emilio Notareschi; 

Anklesock Littlegirlsocks;  

Orest Skrypuch 

Content Layout & Design 

Ryan Goff; John Hall 

Content Submissions 

Articles and photographs for submission to The Shield are welcome and 
should be sent to editor@united-virtual.com 

 

Legal 

This publication, The Shield, may not be reproduced, in part or its entirety, 
without the expressed written permission of United Virtual Airlines 

 

Copyright © 2006 

United Air Lines, Inc. 

All Rights Reserved 

 
While special care is taken to avoid mistakes in content accuracy, The Shield team cannot accept liability for 

errors or omissions 

CONTENTS 

Dispatch 
♦ UVA News … 3 
♦ Letter From the President … 4 
♦ Pilot Survey Results … 5 
♦ Domicile Departures … 11 

In-Flight Entertainment 
♦ Humor Hangar … 10 
♦ Crossword Puzzle … 21 

Pilot’s Briefing 

♦ Observation Deck … 25 
♦ Pilot Phonetic Alphabet … 29 

Special Report 
♦ From the Wind … 26 
♦ Northern Lights … 27 

Chief Pilot’s Corner 
♦ Route Map … 22 

March, 2006    Vol. 2;   No 2 



THE SHIELD, March 1, 2006 333 United-Virtual.com

 

UVA News 

United Virtual welcomes 
a new "Expert" to our 
ranks.  Johnnie Blalack 
has been Airframe and 
Powerplant certified since 
May, 1991 and has exten-
sive experience on many 
aircraft, and with many air-
lines.  Johnnie expresses 
his interest in helping oth-
ers and answering any 
questions they may have 
about aircraft mainte-
nance.  More information 
can be found in the Gen-
eral Announcements Fo-
rum. 

UVA offers Double Flight Hours for participation in the weekly event, the Saturday Scramble.  
Script development is still ongoing for making this an automated process, so for the time being 
UVA will use a modified PIREP procedure for all Saturday Scramble flights.  All procedures for 
reserving and filing your flight are the same with the exception of entering "Saturday Scramble" as 
the first thing you place in the comments field of the PIREP.  In addition, email VHQHR 
(hr@united-virtual.com) with your flight number, departure time, arrival time, and total flight time 
(as displayed by the PIREP before you approve it).  VHQHR will credit your account with the addi-
tional hours. 

UVA's annual Survey Results 
have been released and show 
some predictable results, and 
some not so predictable.  A 
complete, detailed report of 
these results can be found on 
page.... 

Mark Zameda of VATUSA 
expressed concern about 
UVA members having not 
registered for the VATUSA 
Convention in Chicago 
(March 24-26).  Please be 
sure that if you are commit-
ted to attending the conven-
tion, that you are registered 
to attend.  Failure to register 
will bar you from being able 
to attend.  Don't throw away 
your weekend by not regis-
tering! 

A Post Regarding UVA Fo-
rum Policy was Announced in 
the General Announcements 
forum after a handful of recent 
topics violated forum SOP.  If 
you have not become familiar 
with the forum rules, please be 
sure to stop by and read it. 
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 Welcome to the March 2006 edition 
of United Virtual Airlines' own in-house 
magazine – "The Shield"!  While I think every 
edition of the magazine is worth reading, I 
know this edition will be of particular 
interest to everyone at United Virtual 
because of one specific article you'll find a 
few pages back.  As promised, the results of 
our annual pilot survey are available for 
your review and consideration in this 
edition.  Quite an interesting set of results – 
especially when compared to the results of 
the 2004 survey (also published in a 
previous edition of this magazine).   
 
 While there are many ways of 
interpreting survey data, I want all of you to 
know what we're going to do with it here at 
UVA.  First, every decision the staff makes is 
made with full consideration of the desires 
of our pilots.  That doesn't mean we will do 
something just because a vocal majority of 
the pilots want it – but we certainly do take 
those opinions very seriously and try to 
meet your desires.  Everything from what 
upgrades we prioritize work on to what 
kinds of special events we run and what 
time they start and stop is based on your 
input.  Look for some changes in the next 
few months based on what you told us in 
this survey.   
 
 The survey isn't the only thing of 

interest in this edition.  You'll also find an 
article on flight planning (picking up where 
the previous article left off) that contains 
something for everyone from the flight 
simulation newbie to experienced fliers.  
We're also including a number of articles 
covering events at various domiciles.  Every 
domicile at UVA is different and has a 
slightly different personality and way of 
approaching this hobby.  These articles 
should give you some insight into what's 
happening at UVA in places you don't 
normally frequent.  By popular demand, we 
are also continuing the humor hangar and 
crossword puzzle to bring a smile to your 
face. 
 
 The editor has asked me to remind all 
of you that this is your magazine.  If there is 
something you'd like to see covered – let us 
know or better yet, write the article so that 
we can publish you and everyone can read 
it!  Please send all ideas and article 
manuscripts to editor@united-virtual.com. 
 
 Remember that UVA is nothing 
without you – the pilots who make this a 
living, breathing online community.  As 
always – "It's time to fly!"  
 
all the best, 
 
 
David R. Klain 
President and COO  

“From The President” 
— a regular column from the President and COO of United Virtual Airlines, David Klain. 
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Many of you know that UVA conducted a survey last year and received information which placed us 
on course for this year.  We’ve just concluded this year’s survey and want to let you know the re-
sults.  Much of the results are what we expected, but there are some nuggets of information which 
will be used by the staff to make some course corrections so we can continue to grow this great vir-
tual airline.  This information allows us to know what you want vs. what we think you want.  There 
were also many great comments in this year’s survey, and as you’ll see below, many focused on 
one thing. 
 There were 243 respondents to this year’s survey, an increase of 43 over last year.  243 respon-
dents from a total universe of about 600 are a tremendous response and more than adequate for a 
statistically accurate sample. 
 Now that we have two year’s data we have the opportunity to compare and contrast, because most 
of the questions and available responses are duplicates.  We plan to continue this in future surveys 
and thus have “longitudinal data” with which to work.  In other words, the information has legs and 
course corrections can be accomplished early on. 
 This year we’ve grouped the questions and responses into three broad areas:  UVA Membership 
Demographics, Membership Thoughts about UVA and Online/Offline Preferences.  
 

UVA Member Demographics 
 
Age:  As you can see below, 29.6% of our pilots are between the ages of 13 and 18. That number 
last year was 36%.  43.2% are between the ages of 22 and 40, as compared to 36% last year.  So 
we have as fewer teenagers participating this year. UVA continues to make a special effort to be in-
clusive and welcoming to people of all ages and levels of experience.  

 
Gender:  No surprise here. It's pretty well established that the majority of online computer gamers 
are male. Also, with one notable exception, we lost the few females who were on the roster last 
year, but suspect just about any survey of any VA or online game would show similar results.  

PILOT SURVEY RESULTSPILOT SURVEY RESULTS  
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Simulation program used:  As you might expect, FS2004 is now king, with only 8 respondents us-
ing FS2002.  While UVA only supports MSFS, it is interesting to note that a small percentage of our 
pilots don't use MSFS at all.  While the numbers aren't large enough to justify our going to unusual 
efforts to support them from a technical standpoint, we all need to remain aware of the fact MSFS 
isn't the only game in town.  

 
Internet Connection:  Ninety-seven percent of UVA pilots have a broadband internet connection.  
Only 2.9 % connect with dialup, compared to 12% last year.  Nonetheless, all (both staff and pilots 
posting in the forums) need to remain aware of this fact and not put items in the forums or the web-
site which are impossible for someone with a dialup connection to download. The staff needs to 
keep the website clean and easy to download.  All forum posters must avoid creating posts with 
massive, large picture downloads – or at least note that they are massive in the subject line so a 
dialup member can avoid the post.  

 
 

Member Thoughts About UVA 
 
 
Reason joined UVA:  The professionalism of UVA, flying the United colors and our relationship with 
the real United were far and away more popular reasons for joining UVA. That tracks well with last 
year.  UVA forums (one of the best things we provide in terms of a "community environment") were a 
factor for 26.7%, up from less than 1% last year!  

PILOT SURVEY RESULTSPILOT SURVEY RESULTS  
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How discovered UVA: Almost 70% found UVA through a link from VATSIM's website or an Internet 
search, up a little from last year.  That means the various search engines continue to feed traffic our 
way. A little over 15% joined due to a pilot flying with "united-virtual.com" in their flight plan remarks. 
That represents many pilots who might not have discovered UVA...clearly we want to keep up that 
practice! 

 
 
Characteristics of UVA:  Monthly update of real-world flight schedule, Star Alliance/Codeshare 
flights and detailed VA procedures where the top characteristics this year.  All the other characteris-
tics were also well above the average.  Last year, regularly updated real-world flight schedule, re-
sponsiveness of the staff and detailed VA procedures came out well ahead of the other characteris-
tics. Obviously, these characteristics represent many of the things which make UVA special.  

 
 
Ranking of potential upgrades: This question is designed to determine what you think is important.  
Last year’s top items, an automated aircraft repositioning system, live dispatch, automated PIREPS, 
real flight numbers, a functioning MCDU/ACARS, and activation of the new pilot/aircraft category 
rank system are, for the most part, implemented.  Automated PIREPS and a fully-functioning 
ACARS are in the works.  This year, the upgrades you most want are a Live Dispatch Center and an 
ACARS system that supports automated PIREPS.  Aircraft type training at a UVA Training Center is 
a close third.  The rest of the list is well above average, and will guide programming actions for the 

PILOT SURVEY RESULTSPILOT SURVEY RESULTS  
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The Shield:  A new question this year.  All responses are well up the scale and tell us that the in-
house magazine is doing the job we hoped it would!  We’ll continue to tweak The Shield to ensure it 
brings you what you want.  

 
Fleet options:  Top items for this question are Performance data for all Fleet aircraft, a page for 
“special” items like the PMDG 737 or PSS 777 series and install packages.  Happily, the install pack-
ages are in place and are being upgraded as required.  The fleet manager has been tasked to start 
looking into ways to implement these items.  

 

Online/Offline Preferences 
 

Online/Offline:   Almost 75% of you state you fly online the majority of the time.  But that leaves 
about 25% of us who spend the majority of their UVA time offline.  Last year, 61% listed online for 
the majority of flights and about 38% chose offline.  

 
Why offline:  Only 44 people responded to this question, which doesn’t track well with the 61 who 
stated they mainly fly offline.  However, the main reasons for flying offline really stand out:  Concern 
abut flying with live controllers and pilots and Don’t know how to fly online.  33 pilots list those as 
reasons for not flying online.  This is a clear mandate for the UVA staff to provide assistance in both 
these areas. The training classes provided by the Flight Standards and Training Department are be-
ing updated but we need to do more to get more pilots online.  

PILOT SURVEY RESULTSPILOT SURVEY RESULTS  



THE SHIELD, March 1, 2006 999 United-Virtual.com

 

Online software:  Another new question for this year’s survey and Squawkbox is the leader over FSInn.  
Nonetheless, as both programs are used by UVA pilots, we will continue to provide support and guidance for 
them in the forums.  

Best day of the week for group flights: As last year, Saturday came in way ahead of anything else with 
over 68% of the responses.  It's nice to see validation that Saturdays are best for most of our pilots. However, 
57% listed Sunday as best.  Interestingly, almost 12% stated they are not likely to participate in a group 
event.  

Group flight time of day:  A new question this year.  Almost 43% state 1800Z – 0000Z is the best time, with 
0000Z – 0600Z receiving about 38% of the response.  All 243 survey respondents replied to this question, 
which means there are those who do not participate in group events involved in the results.  Using this infor-
mation, VHQCC will continue to evaluate the Saturday Scramble arrival block to determine what is the best fit 
for UVA and our partner.  

Favorable group flight characteristics:  ATC services from clearance start to finish, ATC services at all and 
Day and time are the top desired characteristics.  Last year, live ATC and the event day and time were the 
leaders.  Hopefully, as the Saturday Scramble grows, full ATC will become more widespread, which will pro-
vide the most realistic simulation possible.  

The comments section of the survey provided wide-ranging information and observations which will help the 
staff as we move forward to 2007.  Of particular note was a theme of the comments concerning a Dispatch 
system:  either live or software-based.  The hope of those who provided comments on Dispatch is that it will 
be seamless for the pilot, and that is also the intent of the staff. 
Many thanks to all of you who participated in this year’s survey.  Because you have the interest and took the 
time to complete it, the staff now knows what you want and is hard at work to implement those things the ma-
jority of you most desire for UVA.     
 
 Remember, It’s time to fly!!  

PILOT SURVEY RESULTSPILOT SURVEY RESULTS  
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Problem: "Left inside main tire almost 
needs replacement." 

Solution: "Almost replaced left inside main 
tire." 
 
Problem: "Test flight OK, except autoland 
very rough." 

Solution: "Autoland not installed on this 
aircraft." 
 
Problem:  "Something loose in cockpit." 

Solution: "Something tightened in cock-
pit." 
 
Problem: "Evidence of hydraulic leak on 
right main landing gear." 
Solution: "Evidence removed." 
 
Problem: "Number three engine missing." 
Solution: "Engine found on right wing 
after brief search." 
 
Problem: "DME volume unbelievably 
loud." 
Solution: "Volume set to more believable 
level." 
 
Problem: Dead bugs on windshield. 

Solution: Live bugs on order. 
 
Problem: Noise behind left panels. Sounds 
like a little man with hammer.  
Solution: Took hammer from little man.  
 
Problem: Autopilot in altitude hold mode 
produces a 200 fpm descent. 
Solution: Cannot reproduce problem on 
ground. 
 
Problem: IFF inoperative. 
Solution: IFF inoperative in OFF mode. 
 
Problem: Friction locks cause throttle lev-
ers to stick. 
Solution: That's what they're there for. 
 
Problem: Aircraft handles funny 
Solution: Aircraft warned to straighten up, 
“fly right” and be serious  
 
Problem: Target Radar hums 
Solution: Reprogrammed Target Radar 
with the words  

Courtesy schiratti.com 
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Here are some actual maintenance 
complaints submitted by US Air Force pilots and the replies from the maintenance 
crews.  

"Squawks" are problem listings that pilots generally leave for maintenance crews. 

THE  
HUMOR 
HANGAR 
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… Contributions from UVA Domicile Managers.… Contributions from UVA Domicile Managers.  
 

In this section, you will find interesting information about specific 
Domicile events, procedures, and in the future—-statistics and pro-
motions. 
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Washington DC Area Operations 
Story And Photos By Dudley Whitney 

nited Airlines, United Express, and Ted, 
together fly over 840 daily flights in and out 
of the three Washington, DC airports; 
Washington Dulles International, Washing-

ton National, and Baltimore-Washington Interna-
tional.  Nearly 770 of those DC flights use Dul-
les, making IAD the third busiest United Airlines 
hub after Chicago O’Hare and Denver.  As one 
of three major airports under the control of the 
Potomac Consolidated TRACON, Dulles may 
have the most traffic, but Washington National 
has the most interesting and challenging ap-
proaches. 
 

KIAD - The East Coast Hub 
Designed by Eero Saarinen, the Washington 
Dulles International terminal building, a national 
historic landmark, incorporated several innova-
tive features both in the building design as well 
as passenger operations.  The terminal building 
uses a suspended roof between towering “ribs”, 
looking not unlike the inverse of an aircraft wing, 
creating a large two-story unobstructed space for 
ticketing and other passenger functions.  A 193 
foot control tower, with distinctive cab and of-
fices, punctuates the horizontal terminal building. 
Dulles was one of the first airports in the U.S. to 
use a separate terminal building, connected to 
linear concourses by people mover, in this case 

by “mobile lounges”, that carry up to 200 people 
between buildings.  These were efficient and  
convenient when air travel was more relaxed, 
but increasing passenger volumes, and passen-
ger expectations forced the Airport Authority in 
2002 to begin construction of an underground 
people mover, similar to those found at Denver 
and Atlanta. 
Dulles today has two parallel North-South run-
ways, each 11,500 feet long, plus a 10,500 foot 
runway oriented to the Northwest-Southeast.  
Tow additional runways are planned.  Typically, 
the parallel runways are used for arrivals, with 
runway 12/30 used for departures.  Vectors and 
approaches are straight-forward, but be pre-
pared for simultaneous approaches.  Be sure to 
tune the correct localizer, and not to overshoot 
the runway centerline to avoid traffic on the other 
approach. 
 

The Capital 5 Departure 
Dulles uses only the Capital 5 departure for IFR 
flights, which is simply radar vectors to one of 
ten departure gates surrounding the Potomac 
TRACON: FLUKY and HAFNR to the Southeast, 
LDN to the West, BUFFR and JERES to the 
North and Northwest, WOOLY direct EMI to the 
North, SWANN and PALEO to the Northeast, 
and DAILY to the South.  Unfortunately, one of 
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the departure gates isn’t shown on the chart.  
Any flight departing IAD using J149 to the North-
west (the preferred route to KORD, for example) 
is cleared radar vectors GINYA to join J149.  
GINYA is due West of IAD on the J149 Airway.  
All pilots filing AML J149 in their route can expect 
to be cleared via GINYA. 
Flights to Florida can expect a roundabout depar-
ture, especially when IAD is running south ops.  
Florida departures are routed to the North of the 
airport, then East between BWI and DCA, before 
being turned to the South direct DAILY.  This 
route is used to avoid the arrival streams from the 
South (COAT4, IRONS4, and OTT6) as well as 
the congested departure flows to the southwest 
via FLUKY and HAFNR. 
To streamline your clearance, file the CAP5 in 
your route and expect to hear, “UALXXX, cleared 
to Destination, Capital 5, as filed, departure 
125.05, squawk XXXX.” 
 

PRYME2 Is Not Authorized 
The PRYME2 departure procedure from Dulles is 
an old DP that was operational for only a few 
months back in 2002, and has not been used 
since the DC area TRA-
CONs were consolidated.  
We do not know why this 
DP is still offered; unlike 
most departure procedures 
that offer a reasonable route 
from the airport, the PRY-
ME2 is circuitous and keeps 
aircraft low for far too long.  
Especially when IAD is run-
ning south operations, air-
craft on the PRYME2 must 
remain at 3,000 feet for 22 
miles (12 miles when departing north) before 
climbing to 5,000 feet, then 7,000 feet, and finally 
to 10,000 feet.  The reason for the step climb, 
and generally low altitudes, is to avoid the many 
departure and arrival flows in and out of the three 
DC airports.  Though difficult to find, there is a 
FAA NOTAM stating the PRYME2 is not author-
ized until further notice.  Pilots filing the PRYME2 
can expect to be cleared via the Capital 5 depar-
ture. 

KDCA - The Airport On The Potomac 
Situated on the Potomac River, only 1.5 miles 
south of the mall linking the Washington Monu-
ment with the Capital, Washington National Air-
port is the personal favorite of many Congress-
men and DC residents.  With a Metro rail station 
on-site, National is easy to get to and has a 
unique atmosphere quite like the other two air-
ports.  Much smaller in size than BWI’s 3,300 
acres or Dulles’ 11,000 acres, DCA still serves 
more than 15.5 million passengers per year, quite 
a feat given that its longest runway is only 6,900 
feet, limiting aircraft to 757 size and smaller.  Be-
cause of its proximity to downtown DC and the 
prohibited are P-56 protecting the Mall and the 
White House, the approach to runway 19 is one 
of the most challenging in the U.S.  
 

Report The River In Sight 
Few visual approaches in the U.S. are charted, 
but Washington National has two: the Mt. Vernon 
Visual runway 1, and the popular River Visual 
Runway 19 approach.  The River Visual is note-
worthy because the approach course is offset 40 
degrees from the runway (as is the LDA/DME 

runway approach).  Pilots fol-
low the track of the Potomac 
River from 10 DME, descend-
ing via recommended cross-
ing altitudes, skirting the area 
protecting downtown Wash-
ington by remaining just 
south of the north bank of the 
river, before turning to final 
only 1.5 miles from the 
threshold.  Try that in a 757!  
This approach gives a great 
view of the Washington Mall 

on the left and the Pentagon on the right; but 
don’t spend too much time sightseeing, the air-
port is just around the next bend. 
The most important steps to ensuring a success-
ful approach to runway 19 is to reduce to ap-
proach speed before 5 DME and to descend via 
the altitudes provided on the chart.  Square off 
the base by turning east at 1.5 DME, keep the 
field in view (not so easy in a simulator), and be 
prepared for a tight turn to final.  We get a lot of 
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missed approaches to runway 19, but are happy 
to give pilots as many attempts as they need. 
 

The LDA/DME Runway 19 Approach 
A Localizer Directional Aid (LDA) is simply a lo-
calizer providing horizontal guidance on an ap-
proach course that is offset from the runway cen-
terline, unlike an ILS which is straight in to the 
runway.  The LDA may or may not include a 
glideslope.  Because the approach course is off-
set from the runway heading, the LDA is consid-
ered a circling approach, with a higher minimum 
descent altitude (MDA) before the runway must 
be in view to continue the approach.  For exam-
ple, the Decision Height for the ILS runway 1 at 
DCA is 215 feet MSL, while the MDA for the 
LDA/DME 19 approach is 720 feet.  If you don’t 
see or can’t make the runway at 720 feet and 
1.25 miles from the threshold, follow the missed 
approach procedure and advise ATC. 
The LDA/DME runway 19 approach at DCA com-
bines a localizer offset 40 degrees from the run-
way, with crossing altitudes set at specific dis-
tances from the runway threshold.  Slow to ap-
proach speed by 5 DME with full flaps, follow the 
crossing altitudes, and you should be able to 
make the turn to final and land on the first third of 
the 6,900’ runway.  With maximum allowable re-
verse thrust and hard braking, you should be able 
to stop before the end of the runway and the Po-
tomac River. 
 

Under The Approach Path 
If you are in the DC area and want a close-up 
view of the action, check out Gravelly Park which 
lies right under the approach path for runway 19.  
Access is from northbound George Washington 
Memorial Parkway just north of the airport.  From 
here you can watch aircraft following the river, 
turn to final, and pass only 200 feet overhead as 
they near the threshold.  You can hear the wind 
eddies from the wing vortexes “singing” as they 
pass. 
 

The Potomac Consolidated TRACON 
In 2003, the FAA combined the four separate 

1.5 DME, left to 090 to square up base, remain south 
of the north side of the river. 

4 DME, descending through 1,200.  Washington Monument 
and Mall on left, airport upper right. 

On the glideslope just about to reach the threshold of run-
way 19. 
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TRACONs serving Dulles, National, BWI, and 
Richmond International into a single TRACON 
called the Potomac Consolidated TRACON, lo-
cated in Virginia.  As part of the same Class 
Bravo Airspace, with many overlapping arrival 
and departure flows, and all with antiquated radar 
equipment, it was a natural step to consolidate 
the facilities. 
 

Complex DC Area Airspace 
Having three major airports (with 55 million total 
annual passengers) within 25 miles of downtown 
DC requires complex airspace to keep the arrival 
and departure flows safely separated.  Like New 
York, the airspace around DC is broken up into 
many small sectors with overlapping shelves, 
some only a few thousand feet “thick”.  Real 
world PCT staffs eight or more controllers for 
both Approach, and Departure during peak hours 
to handle the flows and volume. 

A Sky Full Of STARs 
There are 15 STARs serving the three DC area 
airports, plus two more arrival routes from the 
northeast without a STAR.  Some of those 
STARs overlap each other at different crossing 
altitudes.  For example, portions of the FINKS7 
and BUCKO6 to DCA overlap portions of the 
JASEN4 to IAD (same heading and fixes), but 
two to four thousand feet above the jets flying 
into Dulles.  DCA bound planes from the west fly 
directly over IAD before descending and being 
vectored to the final approach course.  Many 
other departure and arrival routes cross each 

other, so maintaining assigned altitude is impor-
tant.  With nine departure gates and seven arrival 
gates, there are many points of potential conflict. 
 

ADIZ Procedures 
A “temporary” flight restriction area, the Air De-
fense Identification Zone, was established around 
the Washington, DC airports shortly after 9-11.  
The horizontal boundaries of the ADIZ follow the 
edge of the Washington Class Bravo airspace, 
and extend from the surface to 18,000’.  All air-
craft, regardless of if they are VFR or IFR, must 
be in contact with ATC and be squawking a dis-
crete transponder code to enter.  No longer can 
you fly under Class B in and out of Martin State 
(KMTN), Manassas (KHEF), Leesburg (KJYO), 
and several other satellite airports without talking 
to approach.  VFR pilots to these airports must 
file an ADIZ flight plan with FSS and pick up their 
squawk code from approach before entering or 
risk being joined by F-16s. 

vDCARTCC is not currently following ADIZ pro-
cedures, partly to make flying into Washington 
easier and partly in hopes that it does not be-
come permanent (AOPA is fighting it with all they 
have).  If the ADIZ does not become permanent, 
expect ZDC to implement the procedures to more 
closely follow real world practice. 
 

vDCARTCC 
The Washington ARTCC controls flights within an 
area from Fayetteville, SC and Wilmington, NC to 
Atlantic City, NJ and as far west as Roanoke, Vir-
ginia.  In addition to the airports within the Poto-
mac TRACON, other noteworthy fields include 
Raleigh-Durham and Norfolk, both of which are 
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served by UAL. 
Often surprising to new pilots, Philadelphia is not 
controlled by ZDC (which remains within ZNY 
since before the PATCO strike of 1981), but ZDC 
does control the airspace above KPHL’s 13,000’ 
ceiling, including the DYLIN2 and KORRY3 arri-
val flows into EWR and LGA, respectively. 
ZDC is currently revamping its program by im-
proving training, adding staff and instructors, in-
creasing the number of active controllers, hosting 
more events, and increasing the number of hours 
we can provide service.  Look for more improve-
ments in the months to come. 
 

The PCT Callsign 
Soon after the next ServInfo database update is 
released, look for DCARTCC to begin using the 
PCT callsign for all radar positions serving the 
Washington DC airports, including KRIC.  Just as 
New York and Dallas/Fort Worth each use a con-
solidated callsign, we will finally begin using 
PCT_xxx_APP.  What we will use for the "xxx" 
identifier however, is still being discussed be-
tween using sector names such as SHE for 
Shenandoah, versus something readily identifi-
able to pilots such as IADN.  

VFR Nights 
It is interesting to note that while real world pilots 
begin their training in small aircraft like a Cessna 
or a Piper, flight simulator pilots usually begin 
their training in commercial jet aircraft.  Basic fly-
ing skills are bypassed in favor of programming 
an FMC and/or a GPS.  There is nothing wrong 
with that, but when ATC instructs a pilot "cleared 
direct XXX," it should be a bit embarrassing to 
say "I could do that, but then I can't fly the route 
in my FMS."  All pilots should know how to fly 
with standard navigation procedures and how to 
advance forward in their stored flight plan.  In 
FS9's GPS, click FPL, click on Push Crsr once, 
scroll down to the desired waypoint by "turning" 
the large knob clockwise, then click Menu and 
Enter. 
For this and other reasons, ZDC started VFR 
Nights.  Every Thursday from 8:00 - 10:00 PM ET 
(0100Z – 0300Z) we open towers at one or more 
Class D or Class C airports for fun around the 
pattern or cross-country flying.  This is a great 
way to practice basic flying skills, learn VFR tech-
niques and procedures, and for our TWR control-
lers to practice working the more challenging traf-
fic.  This is open to all pilots, so grab a GA plane 
and please join us.  The more traffic we have the 

more towers we can 
open. 
We invite you to fly 
into Washington, try 
the River Visual ap-
proach to runway 19 
at Washington Na-
tional, fly the heavy 
iron or commuters to 
Washington Dulles, 
show UAL colors at 
BWI's Concourse D, 
or try a new approach 
at RDU or ORF.  We 
look forward to serv-
ing you.  
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    Well, 2006 is upon us and we are getting busier and busier in Denver. We have seen 
a lot of new pilots join our ranks here and many of them have been promoted in a 
short period of time. I would like to congratulate everyone for their hard work and 
dedication. 
 
    On January 3 of this year, we hired a new check pilot for Denver named Jason 
Mickelson. Since that time he has passed the Category 6 check flight and is now quali-
fied to fly the 747. Along with countless sim hours, Jason also has over 200 hours of 
real world flight experience, giving him an advantage of being able to use his real world 
skills to assist in reviewing the check flights that our pilots submit to him. 
 
    Since hiring Jason, we have been in constant communication discussing ways we 
can improve pilot training. One of the biggest things we have come up with is doing 
some online training flights originating from Denver and flying to Pueblo Memorial Air-
port to practice flying various approaches. With the help and commitment of people 
like Scott Gentry and Kyle Weber who are controllers for Denver ARTCC, we have been 
able to start planning times for this to happen. 
 
    Remember that this is not restricted to just Denver pilots. The more people we have 
interested an involved, the better it will be. While there are only a few flights to Pueblo 
(KPUB) using the B1900, the longest runway is 10,426 feet long and can easily handle 
a C-5 or 747.  We are not imposing category restrictions for this training. The idea is 
simply to help a pilot improve his/ her skills in whatever aircraft they need help with. 
    If you are planning on doing your category 5 or 6 check flight, for example, then by 
all means fly it in the training so that we can help you be that much better. When your 
check flight comes up, you will be that much better and more prepared for what to ex-
pect. 
 
    In the past month, I have been working on doing subtle changes to the Denver 
homepage, adding pictures and a few new links for people. Although I have added 
some things to the page, I would still love to add more links and information. If anyone 
would like to have a link to a page added or has pictures they would like to have con-
sidered, then please E-mail me at Denfo@United-Virtual.com.    

DENFO 
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  Things are getting exciting at San 
Francisco, and we’ve all been very busy in the last few months.  Our 
SFOFO pilots have consistently broken one thousand flight hours every 
month since July of 2005, and even broke two thousand hours in Novem-
ber!  That’s equal to one aircraft in the air for just over 83 consecutive 
days!  Being United Virtual’s number one domicile for International 
flights to Asia, it’s easy to see how we can manage these numbers. 
 
 SFOFO’s dedicated staff has been working hard to bring something 
new and rewarding to United Virtual that’s fun too.  We are happy to in-
troduce the San Francisco Domicile Forum Games.  These games are de-
signed to be challenging and fun, giving you an opportunity to build your 
knowledge of things like United Virtual, Federal Aviation Administration 
FARs, Aircraft History, San Francisco International Airport, Screenshot 
Taking and Editing, and more. 
 
 In conjunction with these games, we will be keeping a score of 
points for participants.  Points will be rewarded for scoring up to fifth 
place in our screenshot contest, for participating in our SFO Jeopardy 
game, and for flight hours.  Your points accumulate for 6 months, at 
which point the winner is awarded a prize (an add-on product for Flight 
Simulator or something from the United Store).  Please join us in the San 
Francisco forums to participate!   
  
 Don’t forget to stop by SFOFO’s webpage.  You can navigate to it 
from United Virtual’s main page, then clicking on VHQFO Homepage.  
You’ll find useful tools like SFO’s Terminal Diagram, San Francisco Aero-
nautical Charts, Preferred Routes, useful links, and more. 
 Whether you’re joining our roster, or just dropping by for a layover, 
we look forward to seeing you at San Francisco!    

SFOFO 
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 Well, we are the flagship domicile. We have been very busy with flying, 
for the last two months we have topped the activity list for flight hours, 
and have consistently been in the top ranks in the past. We are also very 
busy with talking! A quick scan of the forum lists will show that we have 
at least triple the number of threads in our section! 
 
 I am now filling double duties, sharing the management position here, 
with the Assistant Chief Pilot position. Brian Ethington is doing a great 
job as Assistant Manager, and our ever capable real world RJ instructor, 
Matt Velure is scrutinizing your checkrides. 
 
 I want to encourage everyone to get out to the weekly Scrambles. Great 
opportunity to experience some traffic online, and chit-chat and socialize 
with other UVA pilots. If you have never flown online, consider doing it 
now, stop flying all by yourself! Our staff will do everything we can to help 
you get online. With Squawk Box version 3 or FSInn, it is little more than 
a one button install. If you're worried about frame rate issues, don't be. 
Because online flying removes AI traffic, and trades it for online traffic, 
the frame rate is generally a wash or it even improves. 
 
 Once you are flying online, you will wonder why you didn't do it earlier. 
See you out there!   
 
Orest Skrypuch 
Mgr. ORDFO 

ORDFO 
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F ellow UVA Pilots: 

You are all invited to join LAXFO in our 
new weekly domicile group flights within the 
ZLA area, flying TEC (Tower Enroute Control) 
Routes only. 

 

These TEC Routes are of the short variety, you 
do not get handed off to LA Center, and are 
flown below 18,000 ft.  

 

It is a great way to get in a cool low-altitude 
IFR flight, and impress the ZLA staff with our 
knowledge.   

 

Not may pilots fly TEC routes from I have 
seen.  It is rare, and a rare opportunity to fur-
ther out domicile in the eyes of the VATSIM 
community. 

 

These Thursday night group flights are coordi-
nated by the LAXFO Assistant Manager, Andrew 
Musselman.  Expect him or myself to be at the 
gate leading these flights every Thursday! 

 

Here is the TEC Route Area Map, and a sample 
route.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the blue (ONT) area above, you would file 
the route below to fly Ontario Int’l to LAX: 

 
 

The two (2) images below explain the altitude 
and speed you should file for a specific aircraft 
type for a specific route: 

 

 

 

 

In the example above, the route is flown at 

6,000 FT for M class (Turbo-Prop) aircraft.   

 

PDZ.V16.LAHAB 

WHERE:  ZLA 

WHEN:  Thursday Nights, 5pm PST. (0100Z) 

ROUTE:   See the LAXFO Forum for weekly details. 
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often wonder how many simmers actually 
pre-plan their flights or simply jump into the 
cockpit and fly. It is all too tempting to simply 

fire up FS2004 and away you go into the wild 
blue yonder. Personally, I derive great satisfac-
tion from planning my flight ahead of time and 
being meteorologist and dispatcher in addition to 
pilot. 
 On a short haul route, say for example from Bos-
ton to New York Kennedy the planning can often 
exceed the flight time. This is not a problem, as 
done properly both planning and flying are very 
rewarding occupations. In real-world aviation we 
would not leave the gate without considerable 
planning and forethought from a small army of 
specialists who supplement the flight crew and I 
would like you all to start thinking of this ap-
proach to your FS2004 flights also.  
Lets start with the routing. Many ATC organiza-
tions around the world have a long list of pre-
ferred routes for a range of cities. For our hypo-
thetical flight from Boston to Kennedy we can see 
that the FAA does indeed have a preferred route 
that they would like us to fly. Forearmed with the 
knowledge of this route we can turn our attention 
to the weather status. We can get the weather for 
our destination from a number of sources for 
FS2004, be it SERVINFO when using VATSIM, 
Active Sky etc, etc. It is always wise before get-

ting airborne to ensure that the destination airfield 
is reporting (and expects at time of landing) 
weather that is appropriate to the equipment be-
ing flown. It is a little embarrassing to fly across 
to New York and find that the weather is blanket 
fog and we are not flying an aircraft that is suita-
bly equipped for an instrument or automated 
landing under these conditions! Whilst we are 
looking at airfields we should also look at our de-
parture airport and ensure that we can effect a 
safe departure! If the weather at our departure 
airport is not suitable for our aircraft for whatever 
reason, say for example crosswinds beyond the 
certifiable limits of the aircraft we will be rele-
gated to sipping coffee in the crew room and not 
flying anywhere! Whilst checking the weather at 
either end of our journey, we should also turn our 
attention to the route of flight itself. If your 
planned route is going to take you through the 
largest thunderstorm of the year then it would be 
wise to reroute. In these cases where a preferred 
route is unsuitable we can resort to published se-
vere weather routings. At worst case we can plot 
our own route if all the published routes are sub-
ject to weather issues. If this is the case, how-
ever, you may want to think again about flying the 
flight. If all the routes to destination involve se-
vere weather then delaying the flight whilst the 
situation improves is often a healthy option! In 
real-world aviation I once delayed a 747-400 de-

I 
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parture for eight hours whilst a severe storm sys-
tem moved away and petered out as all alternate 
routes were looking unpleasant! There are a 
number of websites that provide weather updates 
for aviators with satellite imagery, wind and turbu-
lence reports and a host of features that will allow 
you to plan a route in FS2004 with a large degree 
of confidence.  
Once we have a valid route and confirmed that 
both departure and arrival airports are suitable for 
us we can look towards alternate airports. We 
can pick out airports along the route of flight that 
could accommodate our aircraft should we suffer 
a technical problem or medical emergency with a 
passenger. We need to confirm that the airport 
we use on our list of alternates has adequate run-
ways to accommodate an aircraft of our size and 
that the weather reported there as we pass over-
head is suitable for a landing. In the real-world we 
also have to consider other issues such as ade-
quate fire cover. Most airlines have a list of nomi-
nated alternates that they prefer pilots to use, if 
possible, where arrangements have been made 
for ground servicing and facilities. If one of these 
alternates is not available under the circum-
stances of the emergency then any appropriate 
airfield, including military can be considered. The 
moral of the story is that before even heading out 
to your aircraft you should know the alternates 
along the route of flight and their suitability for the 
current situation. I have, on a couple of occa-
sions, had to set down in Winnipeg on transatlan-
tic flights from the UK to Los Angeles because of 
a severely ill passenger. Winnipeg has excellent 
medical facilities and an airport that could accom-
modate us. There were other airfields that I could 
have used to land the aircraft, but none had 
medical facilities appropriate to the needs of the 
passenger.  
We need to consider also what we call a “close-
in” alternate. This is an alternate airfield that can 
be used if the destination airfield is closed. Imag-
ine an airport closed for a security scare and not 
allowing us to land. We need to then refer to the 
“close-in” alternate. In the case of Kennedy, the 
nearby airport at Newark New Jersey is an obvi-
ous candidate. If the airport is closed for weather 
we also have to consider more distant alternates 
if the “close-in” is also affected by this same 
weather system. As an example, on flights from  

AVIATION WEATHER SOURCES 
 

One of the most important aspects of flight plan-
ning is obtaining weather information for your 
flight.  Detailed weather reports for your depar-
ture, enroute, and arrival phases, including all 
alternates, is a vital part of the safety and plan-
ning of your flight.  Here is a list of some helpful 
aviation weather links that will get you on your 
way to producing a complete weather picture for 
your flight. 
 
The World Meteorological Organization - 
http://www.wmo.ch/index-en.html 
 
The Internet Weather Source - 
http://weather.noaa.gov/weather/coded.html 
 
Weather Services for Aviation - 
http://www.metoffice.com/aviation/index.html 
 
Aviation Weather Center - 
http://www.aviationweather.noaa.gov/ 
 
Various Links - 
www.landings.com/_landings/pages/wthr/av_we
ather.html 
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London to San Francisco I normally use Sacramento as my “close-
in” alternate, and Los Angeles as my more distant alternate. Sacra-
mento has the advantage of different prevailing weather to the San 
Francisco area and as such is less likely to be affected by a weather 
closure of San Francisco than nearby Oakland Airport. Oakland 
would be fine for a security or accident closure of San Francisco, 
but its proximity to San Francisco airport makes it a poor “close-in” 
alternate for a closure due to weather as it is likely to be similarly 
affected. Common sense is always a key factor in working out your 
alternates! Never be afraid to have multiple alternates! 
An interesting example of this is one carrier in the UK, who shall re-
main nameless, (not my airline), always nominates Cardiff as close-
in alternate for London Heathrow and Gatwick.  A couple of years 

ago when weather at London closed both Heathrow and Gatwick for 
a day an inbound aircraft from the USA made for Cardiff from this 
particular airline. A 747-400 touching down at Cardiff slid off the run-
way and onto the grass, blocking the runway in the process. So 
now, not only was Heathrow and Gatwick out of use, but the stan-
dard alternate for that airline, Cardiff, had just become blocked and 
out of use as a result of one of their own diverting aircraft blocking 
the only runway at the alternate! Luckily, forethought had provided a 
range of alternates for the inbound flights, but the closure of the pri-
mary airport and then closure of the preferred alternate by one of 
their own aircraft led to some head scratching at the operations of-
fice!  
So now that we have a route of flight, found our alternates, graded 
them for suitability and confirmed the weather for all the airports, al-
ternates and origin and destination, along the route and the weather 

for all the airports, alternates 
and origin and destination, 
along the route and the 
weather for the route itself. 
We should have no nasty sur-
prises by turning up at airport 
that has weather so poor that 
we cannot land. At all times 
during our flight we have a 
good awareness of our near-
est alternate, the weather 
there and its suitability to any 
given situation. We will have a 
good idea of the weather 
along our route; the route it-
self being chosen as the ATC 
preferred route or a published 
severe weather alternative 
route. We have not yet even 
taken a step out to our air-
craft!  
We can follow this route con-
firmation with fuel planning 
appropriate to the route and 
diversions, the winds along 
the route, general weather 
issues and takeoff weight, 
planned cruise altitude, any 
anticipated delays and holds 
and a gamut of issues that 
affect the fuel that we load 
ahead of departure. That 
story however, must wait until 
the next issue of the Shield 
when I will continue this se-
ries by discussing fuel plan-
ning.    

ROUTES 
 

Two great sources for finding 
routes for your flight and to 
your alternates are: 
 
http://flightaware.com/analysi
s/route.rvt 
 
http://rfinder.asalink.net/free/ 
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changing her name to Anklesock 
Littlegirlsocks, in a fundraising ef-
fort.  Please see the General An-
nouncements Forum for details 
about where the name came from.  
There are rules involved with the 
fundraiser, which must be followed 
by Anklesock and others who sup-
port her.  She explained to me that 
she has recently had several in-
quiries about these rules, but that 
she is unable to answer the ques-
tions because the rules gave her a 
short period of time where she 
could explain the situation herself.  
It simply comes down to this; she 
must be treated as though she has 
never been anything but a sock, 
and is not allowed to talk about, or 
explain the situation as though she 
wasn’t.  
In our interview, Anklesock stated 
that she had been asked by a few 
people if they should really stick to 
the rules.  “The answer is yes,” 
She explained, “they have to.  If 
they give me some letup, I could 
get into trouble, so the tougher 
they are on me, technically they 
are helping.”  Anklesock also 
noted that she is not being chal-
lenged enough, and continued by 
adding, “It has to be raised with 
me constantly too, at least every 
two or three minutes in conversa-
tion the rules say!”  
Anyone in conversation with her 
must ask her “are you a sock” to 
which she has to give a fixed reply 
without deviation. The idea of this 
ritual is to keep the issue con-
stantly at the forefront of peoples’ 
minds and to make sure that it be-
comes a major part of her lifestyle. 

If her reply reminds you of a sock 
half hanging off its owners foot, 
that is the idea. Anklesock is in-
tended to be visible, not hidden by 
a shoe and there for all to see in 
her efforts and not hidden and 
constrained. Of course other ques-
tions can be asked of her in addi-
tion to this one, some of the more 
popular ones being “would you like 
to be pulled up some day”, “would 
you prefer to be pink or white” etc, 
etc.  
In my conversation with her I 
asked if she ever intended, after 
the fundraising, to return to her 
previous name. She feels that af-
ter going to so much trouble to 
change all her previous documen-
tation and the fact everyone has 
readily accepted this new name 
that it may well be she stays a 
sock! She does however welcome 
all comment and opinion.  
I hope that this article will help you 
better understand the reasons and 
rules behind Anklesock’s quest in 
fighting Meningitis.  I’m certain that 
with this information, we can all 
help this fundraising effort, in order 
to further the research and aware-
ness of this disease. I am sure 
that many of you are proud to 
have such a sock at UVA and are 
in no great rush to see the situa-
tion change back either. Such a 
sock as her deserves to let her 
personality shine and not be hid-
den by a shoe! Long may she flop 
and dangle her way around UVA!  

 

f you’re new to United Vir-
tual, or you don’t really 
keep up with the forums at 
w w w . u n i t e d -
virtual.com/forum/, then 
you probably don’t under-
stand why there’s a per-
son named Anklesock Lit-
tlegirlsocks in our ranks.  
Does a sock really fly for 
us at United Virtual?  The 
answer, in short, is yes!  In 
fact, that sock is even in 
charge of teaching others 
to fly. If the name reminds 
you of a sock worn by little 
girls, congratulations, that 
is exactly the idea you are 
meant to have.  
Okay, so what am I talking 
about?  At the request of 
Anklesock Littlegirlsocks 
I’m here to clear a few 
things up, and help her 
along her quest in fund-
raising for Meningitis, a 
very serious and life 
threatening disease.  At 
the end of December, we 
received notice that as of 
January 1st, 2006, our 
Chief Pilot was effectively 
becoming a sock, in every 
aspect of her life including 
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THE NORTHERN LIGHTS 

By Emilio Notareschi 

ne of the most magnificent shows 
nature can offer us pilots while fly-
ing over the Arctic and Antarctic 

zones of the earth are the Northern Lights.  
The skies are filled with an extraordinary 
sequence of lights that create a mystical 
atmosphere in the cockpit. But how many 
of us know what are those lights are, and 
how they form?  
An ancient Finnish fable tells about "Fox 
Fires" derived from an Arctic Fox spraying 
snow with its brush-like tail.  Aurora Bore-
alis is the scientific name given in Latin for 
the Northern Lights by Italian astronomer 
Galileo Galilei (1564-1642).  It translates 
into "The red dawn of the north".  Galilei 
did not discover the Northern Lights, but 
was the first person to study them scien-
tifically. 
These celestial lights appear mainly in the 

Arctic where they are called Aurora Bore-
alis, but also in the Antarctic regions with 
the name Aurora Australis or Southern 
Lights.  The Auroras appear over the 
Earth's Polar regions in what are known 
as the Auroral Ovals.  In the Northern 
hemisphere the auroral oval normally ex-
tends over northern Finland and Scandi-
navia, the whole of Canada and the North-
ern USA, Alaska and Siberia. In the event 
of a solar storm, it may reach as far south 
as the skies over Central Europe.  
High-energy charged particles from the 
Sun, called Ions, that travel at a speed of 
300 to 1200 Km/s form a cloud called 
Plasma.  This stream of plasma coming 
from the Sun is known as solar winds. As 
the solar wind interacts with the edge of 
the Earth's magnetic field, some of the 
particles are trapped by it and follow the 

O 
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lines of magnetic force down the Iono-
sphere. When the particles collide with 
the gases in the Ionosphere they start to 
glow.  

Auroral Displays appear 
in many colors, with pale 
green and pink being 
the most common. How-
ever, different shades of 
red, yellow, green, blue 
and violet have all been 
observed. The mixture 
of the major green, red 
and purple emissions 
may combine to give aurora a generally 
white appearance.  

Although auroras appear in many forms, 
including pillars, streaks, wisps and ha-
loes of vibrating color, they are most 

memorable when they take the form of 
pale curtains which seem to float on a 
breeze of light. The active phase of an 

auroral display will last on 
the order of 15 to 40 min-
utes and may recur every 
2 to 3 hours.  

One writer once ex-
pressed these feelings as 
he watched a beautiful 
auroral display: 

"No pencil can draw it, no 
colors can paint it, and no 
words can describe it in 

all its magnificence…” 

 ...so I wish you luck, maybe during your 
next flight you will be attending an auroral 
display.  
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A ALPHA 
B BRAVO 

C CHARLIE 

D DELTA 

E ECHO 

F FOXTROT 

G GOLF 

H HOTEL 

I INDIA 

J JULIET 

K KILO 

L LIMA 

M MIKE 

N NOVEMBER 

O OSCAR 

P PAPA 

Q QUEBEC 

R ROMEO 

S SIERRA 

T TANGO 

U UNIFORM 

V VICTOR 

W WHISKY 

X X-RAY 

Y YANKEE 

Z ZULU 

PILOTPILOT   
PHONETIC ALPHABEPHONETIC ALPHABETT  
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Thank You for reading this issue of “The 
Shield”, a publication of United Virtual Airlines. 

 

Official Website: http://www.united-virtual.com 

 

Dave Klain, UAL003 — President and COO 

Jim Harnes, UAL006 — Senior VP, Corporate Commu-
nications  

John Hall, UAL015 — Editor-in-Chief 

Ryan Goff UAL036 — Assistant Editor 

 

 
 © 2006 United Air Lines, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved.  This publication can not be re-

Happy Happy Happy 
Landings...Landings...Landings...   
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